CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE (Department)
FERTILIZER INSPECTION ADVISORY BOARD (FIAB)
THE DOUBLETREE BY HILTON FRESNO CONVENTION CENTER
2233 CESAR CHAVEZ BLVD, FRESNO, CA 93721 / HYBRID

FEBRUARY 25, 2026
9:00 AM -12:00 PM

MINUTES

BOARD MEMBERS CDFA STAFF INTERESTED PARTIES
Andrew Larson* Amanda Staudinger Andrew Godfrey
Chris Gallo, Vice Chair Angelia Johnson* Renee Pinel
David McEuen Ashley James Tom Bottoms*
Gary Silveria, Chair* Brandi Alston*
Greg Cunningham* Elsa Poon*
Jake Evans* Evelyne Ndiaye
Melissa McQueen Jenna Leal
Tucker Salles Karen Adler*
Tracy Starich Kris Gulliver*

Maria Tenorio Alfred

Minal Patel*

Natalie Jacuzzi*

Nick Young

Nicole Smith

Teresa Bowers

Yanhong Li

*Attended remotely

INTRODUCTIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Gary Silveria, Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:01 AM and self-introductions were
made. Nick Young thanked Maria Tenorio Alfred, Amanda Staudinger, and Ashley
James for all the preparation to ensure the board meeting goes smoothly.

ROLL CALL — ESTABLISH QUORUM
Roll was taken and a quorum was established.

APPROVE OCTOBER 14, 2025, AND NOVEMBER 5, 2025, MEETING MINUTES
Chair Silveria requested the board review the minutes of October 14, 2025, and
November 5, 2025, meeting minutes.

MOTION: Gregory Cunningham moved to approve the October 14, 2025, minutes as
presented; Tucker Salles seconded. The motion passed unanimously by all board
members present with a vote of 9 to 0.
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MOTION: Melissa McQueen moved to approve the November 5, 2025, Special Meeting
minutes as presented; Tucker Salles seconded. The motion passed unanimously by all
board members present with a vote of 9 to 0.

DEPARTMENT / DIVISION / BRANCH UPDATES

Jenna Leal, Branch Chief, gave the Division and Branch updates. Leal highlighted that
several efforts are being finalized and the Department is looking to the future with the
upcoming Administration transition. Leal discussed the Climate Resiliency Strategy,
which will serve as a legacy document for all programs within the Department. During
the document’s comment period, hundreds of comments were received related to the
Office of Agricultural Resilience (OARS), Produce Safety Program (PSP), and the
Branch’s Commercial Feed Regulatory Program (CFRP) and the Fertilizer Research
and Education Program (FREP). The Climate Resiliency Strategy (CRS) is currently at
the Governor’s Office with an expected release date at the end of March 2026. In
addition to the CRS document, it is also anticipated that the Regulatory Alignment Study
also referred to as the Crowe report will be released soon. Crowe is the name of the
independent group that was awarded to develop the report with CDFA in collaboration
with the Water Board.

In the Department’s Executive Branch, the Deputy Secretary of Legislation, Rachel
O’Brien, left the agency. It is legislation season, so it is a busy time in that area.

Leal informed FIAB that the Branch is closely monitoring Assembly Bill (AB) 2447 that
prescribes an extraordinarily short timeline for growers to comply with strict standards
for water and would develop a “Safer Fertilizer Task Force” which would collaborate
with FIAB’s Technical Advisory Subcommittee (TASC).

Renee Pinel, President/Chief Executive Officer for Western Plant Health Association
(WPHA), gave an overview of the bill from industries perspective. Pinel stated that the
agricultural lobbyists will be meeting this week to further discuss the bill.

Leal stated the Division is also monitoring AB 1812 and Senate Bill (SB) 1031, which
are spot bills involving compost.

Leal provided FIAB with personnel updates. The Fertilizing Materials Inspection
Program (FMIP) has one vacancy, and the program is exploring the best use of that
position. The initial thought is to have that position be used to hire someone for efficacy
data review, as that review process can be cumbersome and can delay labels being
approved in a timely manner. Leal highlighted there are currently two vacant field staff
positions (Sacramento and Fresno) in the CFRP that will be filled soon. Leal further
stated that CFRP will be releasing two positions to another division program as CFRP
did not have funding or the workload to support those positions. The only other vacancy
within the branch is a support staff position (0.5 PY - Analyst |) which the Branch does
not have plans to fill.
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Melissa McQueen asked if any further budget adjustments need to be reviewed that
came out of the Governor’s Budget. Leal explained that the Branch anticipated eight
percent cuts across the board and that is exactly what occurred; no further cuts are
needed.

PROGRAM UPDATES

Young presented the fund conditions, reporting FMIP starting Fiscal Year (FY) 2025/26
with a beginning balance of $6.6 million and the Organic Input Material (OIM) Program
had a beginning balance of $3.3 million, for a combined balance of $9,904,060.
Combined revenue was $3,732,050; expenditures were $4,299,587; encumbrances
were $584,078; for a total ending combined balance as of December 31, 2025, of
$8,752,445.

Young explained that over the last six years, the program has systematically reduced
the overall balance from $14 million and that the reduction has been intentionally
implemented with positive results. The goal is to have at least 50% of the annual budget
in reserve.

FREP had a beginning balance of $8,731,839; revenue was $1,755,793; expenditures
were $1,676,537; encumbrances through the FY were $3,477,813; for a total ending
balance as of December 31, 2025, of $5,333,282.

Young went over mill assessment trends, highlighting that the numbers for the first half
of the FY look good, at $4.7 million for the first half of the FY, and total mill assessment
revenue for the FY is projected at $7.8 million, which is slightly higher than last year.
From the mill assessment revenue, one mill will be transferred to FREP, as is required
by law for that program to operate.

Young explained to FIAB that even though revenue is steady, the OIM Program needs
to draft a Budget Change Proposal (BCP) to increase the spending authority, as the
program has been spending more than its authority. The BCP will not increase any fees,
it will simply allow the program to spend its own funds, as required to appropriately
operate the program. Leal explained that the FMIP is Continuously Appropriated, but
when the OIM Program was established, it was established as an Budget Act
Agricultural Funded program, which gives the legislature the authority to set the
spending limit of the program. The OIM annual spending authority is $2.3 million, but
the budget requires $2.5 million. The overage is due to the lab costs, which were not
included in the initial projections at the inception of the program in 2010.

Discussion ensued about the process of getting a BCP approved.

Leal reviewed the presentation provided by Arima Kozina, the Department’s Deputy
Secretary, from the November 5, 2025, Special Meeting, regarding moving the Branch'’s
external bank accounts into the State Treasury to reduce the Department’s
Administrative Services Branch’s workload to manage those accounts.
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Discussion ensued regarding the pros and cons of moving the funds into the State
Treasury account, leaving the funds in the Bank of America account, or moving the
funds into another external account where they may be able to gain additional interest.
FIAB was concerned that the funds could more easily be swept if they were in the State
Treasury account.

Melissa McQueen stated she would like to keep the funds at Bank of America at this
time, and suggests challenging the administrative costs as presented and request
specific data detailing the costs as they seem excessively high from the general
estimate provided. Chris Gallo agreed with McQueen and does not think that there is a
need to move the Bank of America funds into the State Treasury account. The board
supported ways to lower internal administrative costs or other fees, but strongly
encouraged maintaining an external account.

MOTION: David McEuen moved to keep the funds for FMIP, and FREP in the external
Bank of America account and explore interest rates at other external banking institutions
with lower administrative costs for FIAB to review at the summer meeting. Tucker Salles
seconded; the motion passed unanimously by all board members present with a vote of
9to 0.

Young provided an update regarding the most recent rulemaking, which changed the
registration cycle from two years to four years and reorganized beneficial substance
labeling format. The labeling format has now been adopted through about half of the
states throughout the United States (U.S.), and the other half have pledged to change
their law to establish standardized labeling across the U.S. The Office of Administrative
Law (OAL) approved the changes on November 14, 2025, and the new regulations
became effective upon the filing.

FMIP will be proposing a new rulemaking this spring. FIAB’s Regulatory Subcommittee
includes Jake Evans and Greg Cunningham, but a replacement is needed since Bill
Oglesby is no longer on the board. Vice Chair, Gallo, volunteered to be on the
Rulemaking Subcommittee.

Young informed FIAB that the annual FMIP Workshop will be held March 17 — 18, 2026,
in Sacramento, and the program anticipates about 100 registrants.

Young provided updates regarding the American Association of Plant and Food Control
Officials (AAPFCO) Winter Meeting. Topics discussed include the list of Microorganisms
being close to being officially recognized as “plant biostimulants;” an introduction of a
prospective public plant biostimulant online database; Soluble Silicon being close to
being recognized as a plant nutrient, along with a minimum guarantee (0.1%) and
investigational allowance of 0.005 unit + 10% of guarantee; and the definition for
secondary and micronutrients evolving to include beneficial (not just essential) nutrients.

Young provided updates from the Biostimulants World Congress. Topics discussed
include the differing interpretations between academic versus industry when it comes to
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biostimulant properties and declarations. AAPFCO has officially recognized the most
critical plant biostimulants; however, novel or niche ingredients remain unrecognized.
CDFA received praise for its “simplicity” of regulating claims.

McQueen thanked Young for representing California and all states at these meetings.

Evelyne Ndiaye, FMIP Registration Supervisor, provided conventional fertilizer
registration updates. Ndiaye stated that Group 4 (J-Q firms), began their registration
cycle on January 1, 2026, and there were 1,766 renewals. Group 1 (R-Z firms) began
their one-year transition on January 1, 2026, and there were 2,002 renewals, which will
be automatically approved if there are no changes. For the 2025 calendar year, there
were 1,331 new applications, 1,680 renewals, and 400 updates, for a total of 3,411.
Ndiaye showed a breakdown of applications received by type by month, highlighting
that there is less than 0.5% of applications that are over 90 days. Ndiaye thanked the
conventional registration team for their hard work in ensuring registrations are
processed promptly.

Yanhong Li, OIM Registration Supervisor, provided OIM registration updates. Li stated
that Group 4 (J-Q firms), began their registration cycle on January 1, 2026, and Group 1
(R-Z firms) began their one-year transition on January 1, 2026. As of February 2, 2026,
540 OIM applications have been received; all renewals except 22 are from Group 4. Li
showed a breakdown of applications received by type by month, highlighting that there
is 0% of applications that are over 90 days. Li thanked the OIM registration team for
their hard work in ensuring registrations are processed promptly.

Kris Gulliver, Senior Environmental Scientist (SES) (Specialist), provided updates
regarding the 2024 Tonnage Report. The tonnage data that was published shows the
2020-2024 trends of different nutrients, including Total Nitrogen, Available Phosphoric
Acid, Soluble Potash, Sewage Sludge, and Gypsum. Gulliver stated Total Nitrogen was
down in 2024 but is in the same ballpark as previous years. Available Phosphoric Acid
has decreased slightly in 2024 but is again in the same ballpark as previous years.
Soluble Potash had a bit of a spike in 2023, but has gone back down in 2024, and has
overall held steady over the last five years. The program keeps track of Sewage Sludge
because of issues with per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), specifically in
Maine. Gypsum was high in 2020, went down in 2023, and then started to climb again in
2024. Gulliver stated that he is starting the audit of July — December 2025 data will
provide a report for that at a future meeting.

Nicole Smith, Field Supervisor, provided updates regarding sampling. Smith stated in
the 2025 calendar year, 1,272 samples were taken (812 conventional and 460 OIM). Of
the samples taken, 178 samples (14%) were adulterated (not meeting the minimum
guarantee); 154 registration violations (12%); and 100 samples misbranded labeling
(8%). As of February 2, 2026, 39 samples have been taken (33 conventional and 6
OIM).
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In the 2025 calendar year, 29 complaints were received (15 conventional and 14 OIM).
Of those, 22 have been closed and seven are pending further investigation. As of
February 2, 2026, one complaint has been received and closed.

Smith reviewed Notice of Proposed Actions (NOPA) issued in 2025. There were 22 in
total (18 paid, 4 unpaid, and 2 pending). Revenue assessed was $225,896.19 and
$127,084.74 was received.

Smith informed FIAB that part of the recently approved regulatory package includes
language that allows the program to deny license and registration renewal if a firm owes
outstanding penalties.

Discussion ensued regarding the $2 million judgement against Agro Research
International and Agro Gold WS.

In 2026, there have been five NOPAs issued, for a total assessment of $17,815.94. As
of February 2, 2026, $0 has been received.

Natalie Jacuzzi, FREP Supervisor, provided program updates. Jacuzzi stated that the
Ag Expert Panel released draft recommendations and there is a 30-day minimum
comment period. After the comment period, there will be revisions and public meetings,
and the final draft is expected to be released in Summer 2026. Jacuzzi also briefly
reviewed the Climate Resilience Strategy for California Agriculture.

Jacuzzi shared that a new Environmental Scientist (ES) will be starting on March 2,
2026 with FREP. FREP has applied for two Specialty Crop Block Grants (SCBG)
(AgMAR and Central Coast outreach and support). The Central Coast project is aligned
with a lot of the work that is being done in the Nitrogen Irrigation Initiative (NIl) space.

The FREP Technical Advisory Sub-Committee (TASC) held a meeting on February 13,
2026, and recommended funding a NOx emissions project in the amount of $600,000.
This grant coincides with the California Air Resources Control Board’s (CARB) Request
for Proposal (RFP) that was released on February 23, 2026, although CARB’s is more
atmospherically focused. There is good synergy between the Department and CARB,
and these grants should address industry’s concerns regarding NOx emissions that
Pinel discussed at the prior FIAB meeting.

For the FREP-funded NOx project, TASC suggested approach was to have FREP work
with researchers and experts to develop a robust proposal that would address the
Subject Matter Expert Review Panel (SMERP) report. The NOx project will be
incorporated into FREP’s regular RFP, which is expected to be released in March 2026.
The regular RFP will be ~$900,000, in addition to the ~$600,000 allocated for NOx, for a
total RFP of $1.5 million.

Leal stated it is a priority of the Secretary to get these projects funded by the end of the
calendar year.
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Jacuzzi provided updates on FREP’s Nitrogen and Irrigation Initiative (NII), stating
grower surveys and outreach events are being conducted to ensure NIl gets the
growers perspective on nitrogen and water savings. The goal is to track data from water
meters and fertilizer tank measurements and highlight grower stories about NI,
specifically what has and has not worked for them while working with NII.

Maria Tenorio Alfred, FREP Research Data Specialist Ill, provided an update on three
large grants. SCBG was a federal grant received for $750,000. That grant closed on
June 30, 2025, and the funds were expended. The Conservation Innovation Grant (CIG)
is another federal grant received for $2 million. This grant ends on March 31, 2027, and
has two subawards to University of California (UC) Agricultural and Natural Resources
(ANR) and UC Davis (UCD). Remaining funds include $1,037,000 for UCANR and
$78,000 for UCD. The final grant is FREP-funded to UCANR in the amount of
$3,004,859. This grant ends on December 31, 2026, and there is $1,400,000 remaining.

CENTER FOR ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY (CAC) LAB UPDATE

Teresa Bowers, Environmental Program Manager |, provided updates regarding sample
numbers and turn-around times for assays being run at the CAC. From July 1, 2025,
through December 31, 2025, there were 2,924 assays completed from 545 samples, of
which 534 were routine and 63 were rushed.

Elsa Poon, SES (Supervisory), provided FIAB with CAC staff updates, highlighting that
in November 2025 an ES retired after 25 years of service with CAC and an Agricultural
Biological Technician (ABT) received a promotion within another CAC program, so the
team that works on Fertilizer samples were down by two staff. In March 2026, a new ES
will start and a new ABT has also been hired.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Pinel expressed her gratitude for the progress being made in the fertilizer space and is
very impressed with the clarity and direction the FMIP is heading. Pinel further stated
the meeting ran smoothly and was clear and direct and staff are very knowledgeable.

AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS
Provide FIAB with external bank account options with higher interest yields and explore
the high administrative costs of managing the accounts

NEXT MEETING
The next routine meeting will be held on June 3, 2026, in Sacramento, California.

MOTION: Melissa McQueen moved to adjourn the meeting; Tucker Salles seconded.
The motion passed unanimously with all board members 9 to 0.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 11:42 PM.
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V S — FERTLIZER INSPECTION ADVISORY BOARD
: = _— FINANCIAL SUMMARY
h‘—"“ﬁ-—ﬂg . Commercial Fertilizing Inspection Program "ﬁﬁ
&

Organic Input Materials Program

FUND CONDITION REPORT
As of March 31, 2026

. FY 2025126
Commercial e T
e Beginning Balance as of 7/1/2025:
Fe rtll Izer CDFA Account $ 3,572,173 s 3,339,190 s 6,911,363
Bank of Amenca Account $ 2,992,697 - S 2,992,697
a n d Total Funds $ 6,564,870 S 3,339,190 H 9,904,060
(9] rga nic In p ut Revenue® s 4117349 s 1685215 S 5802564
. Expendil and E b
M ate rl a IS Expenditures** $ 4,637,354 $ 1,772,135 $ 6,409,489
O I M Encumbrances $ 104,596 $ 469,349 $ 573,945
( ) Ending Balance as of 3i31/26:
mgm CDFA Account $ 3,463,761 S 3252270 s 6,716,031
Fund Condltlon Bank of America Account $ 2,581,105 - S 2,581,105
Total Fund: $ 6,044 866 $ 3,252,270 $ 9,297,135
(Through March 2026) o
Adjusted Balance*** s 5,940,270 s 2,782,921 s 8,723,191
* Revenue includes fertilizing material licenses, fertilizer product ion, fertilizing ials mill ents,

and interest accrued.

** Expenditure total per CDFA Financial Services Budget Report June 30, 2026. Amount does not reflect
outstanding lag expenditures.

*** Adjusted balance accounts for all program encumbrances through June 30, 2026.

California Department of Food and Agriculture
Fertilizing Materials Registration and Inspection Program

Mill Assessment Trends

2019/20 202021 | 2021/22 2022123 2023124 2024125 2025/26

3 mill 3 mill*/ 2.5 mill 2.5 mill 2.5 mill 2.5 mill 2.5 mill 2.5 mill
July $1384,145 |$ 3453095 1278709 |$ 609,184 |S 805663 |$ 433629 |S 181,654
August $ 1475346 | $ 2463502 | $ 1,937,504 |$2452232 |S 2452550 |$ 1945948 |952,046,737
September |5 483583 |§ 3414|$ 17,007 |$ 151,104 |S 168277 |$ 486573 |S 862,179 |
October $ 398737 |$ 714389|$ 920951 |S§ 209,048 |S 389567 |S 431494 |S 267,764
November |$ 1377509 |$ 859172 |% 412,093 |$ 1535731 |S 1,269267 |$ 1075555 |§1,235237
December |S 22600 |$ 607947 |% 679814 |9 3232 |S 109503 |$ 134093 |$ 131,941
January $ 538052 |$ 311668|% 43086 |$ 555663 |S 23640 |$§ 19558 |S 252206
February $ 1190045 |$ 673073|$ 864235 |§ 903660 |S 1142107 |$ 1,092713 |$ 938978
March $ 11880 |$ 745526|% 505601 |$ 20927 |S 305861 |$ 169572 |$ 181,662
April $§ 376896 |$ 642111|$ 584053 |§ 180450 |S 69,021 |$ 317,162
May $1611,920 |$ 411398 |$ 558807 |$ 711,896 |S 1402469 |$ 841286
June $ 187,717 |$ 854375|% 1247170 |$ 811692 |$ 230354 |$ 667,260

$ 9,058,430 | $ 8,631,884 |$ 9,049,030 |$ 8,144,819 |S 8,368,279 |$ 7,614,843 | $6,098,358




Agenda Item 5

FERTLIZER INSPECTION ADVISORY BOARD

FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Commercial Fertilizing Inspection Program
&

Organic Input Materials Program

FUND CONDITION REPORT
As of March 31, 2026

FY 2025/26
COMMERCIAL OIM COMBINED
FERTILIZER TOTAL
Beginning Balance as of 7/1/2025:
CDFA Account $ 3,572,173 $ 3,339,190 $ 6,911,363
Bank of America Account $ 2,992,697 - $ 2,992,697
Total Funds $ 6,564,870 $ 3,339,190 $ 9,904,060
Revenue* $ 4,117,349 $ 1,685,215 $ 5,802,564
Expenditures and Encumbrances
Expenditures** $ 4,637,354 $ 1,772,135 $ 6,409,489
Encumbrances $ 104,596 $ 469,349 $ 573,945
Ending Balance as of 3/31/26:
CDFA Account $ 3,463,761 $ 3,252,270 $ 6,716,031
Bank of America Account $ 2,581,105 - $ 2,581,105
Total Funds $ 6,044,866 $ 3,252,270 $ 9,297,135
Adjusted Balance*** $ 5,940,270 $ 2,782,921 $ 8,723,191

* Revenue includes fertilizing material licenses, fertilizer product registration, fertilizing materials mill assessments,

and interest accrued.

** Expenditure total per CDFA Financial Services Budget Report June 30, 2026. Amount does not reflect
outstanding lag expenditures.

*** Adjusted balance accounts for all program encumbrances through June 30, 2026.
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Fertilizer Research and Education Program

FUND CONDITION REPORT

As of March 31, 2026

Agenda Item 5

FY 2025/26
Beginning Balance as of 7/1/2025
CDFA Account $5,972,177
Bank of America Account $2,759,662
Total Funds $8,731,839
Revenue * $2,389,423
Expenditures and Encumbrances
Expenditures** $2,251,240
YTD Research Contract Encumbrances
FY 23/24 $109,090
FY 24/25 $1,817,292
FY 25/26 $1,236,654
FREP Encumbrances Through June 30, 2026 $3,163,036
FY 26/27 $1,071,813
FY 27/28 $634,544
FY 28/29 $184,163
$5,053,556
Ending Balance as of 3/31/26
CDFA Account $5,891,760
Bank of America Account $2,978,261
Total Funds $8,870,021
Adjusted Balance*** $5,706,985

* Revenue fertilizer materials mill assessments, and interest accrued in the CDFA Fund Account and

Bank of America Corporate Account.

** Expenditure total per CDFA Financial Services Budget Report June 30, 2026. Amount does not

reflect outstanding lag expenditures.

*** Adjusted balance accounts for all program encumbrances through June 30, 2026.



July
August
September
October
November
December
January
February
March
April

May

June

California Department of Food and Agriculture
Fertilizing Materials Registration and Inspection Program

Mill Assessment Trends

2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26
3 mill 3 mill*/ 2.5 mill 2.5 mill 2.5 mill 2.5 mill 2.5 mill 2.5 mill
$ 1,384,145 $ 345,309 | $ 1,278,709 |$ 609,184 |$ 805663 |$ 433629 |$ 181,654
$ 1,475,346 $ 2,463,502 % 1,937,504 |$ 2,452,232 |$ 2,452,550 |$ 1,945,948 | $ 2,046,737
$ 483,583 $ 3414 | $ 17,007 |$ 151,104 |$ 168,277 |$ 486,573 |$ 862,179
$ 398,737 $ 714,389 | § 920,951 $ 209,048 |$ 389,567 |$ 431494 |$ 267,764
$ 1,377,509 $ 859,172 [ $ 412,093 | $ 1,535,731 $ 1,269,267 |$ 1,075,555 | $ 1,235,237
$ 22,600 $ 607,947 | $ 679,814 |$ 3232 |$ 109,503 |$ 134,093 |$ 131,941
$ 538,052 $ 311,668 |$ 43,086 |$ 555663 |$ 23640 |$ 19,558 | $ 252,206
$ 1,190,045 $ 673,073 [ $ 864,235 |$ 903,660 |$ 1,142,107 |$ 1,092,713 |$ 938,978
$ 11,880 $ 745,526 | $ 505,601 $ 20927 |$ 305861 |$ 169,572 |$ 181,662
$ 376,896 $ 642,111 [$ 584,053 |$ 180,450 |$ 69,021 |$ 317,162
$ 1,611,920 $ 411,398 | $ 558,807 |$ 711896 |$ 1,402,469 |$ 841,286
$ 187,717 $ 854,375 | $ 1,247,170 |$ 811,692 |$ 230,354 |$ 667,260
$ 9,058,430 $ 8,631,884 [ $ 9,049,030 | $ 8,144,819 | $ 8,368,279 | $ 7,614,843 | $ 6,098,358




Combined Revenue, Expenditures & Fund Condition Trends

FY 21/22 FY 22/23 FY 23/24 FY 24/25 FY 25/26* *Through March 31, 2026
Revenue MillAssessment $ 9,049,302 $ 8,145271 $ 8,368,279 $ 7,614,843 $ 6,098,358 *$7,842,500 projected for FY
Transferto FREP $ (3,619,721) $ (3,258,109) $ (3,348,618) $ (3,168,578) $ (2,200,489)
TOTAL REVENUE $ 7,188,646 $ 6,666,192 $ 6,377,329 $ 7,954,456 $ 5,802,564 *$7,740,000 projectedforFY
Actual Expenditures $ 7,803,801 $ 8,110,071 $ 8,176,437 $ 8,380,169 $ 6,409,489 *$8,550,000 projected
Balance $ (615,155) $ (1,443,879) $ (1,799,108) $  (425,713) $ (606,925) *($810,000) projected

Board Approved Budget $ 7,002,674 $ 8,179,780 $ 9,016,836 $ 9,357,356 $ 8,725,011
Revised Budget $ 7,957,837 N/A N/A $ 8,440,306 N/A

7/1/2021 7/1/2022 7/1/2023 7/1/2024 7/1/2025  through 03/31/26
Fund Condition Reserve $ 14,000,706 $ 14,160,327 $ 12,022,360 $ 10,329,773 $ 9435875 $ 8,723,191
Change from prioryear ~ $ 1,231,259 $ 159,621 $ (2,137,967) $ (1,692,587) $  (893,898) $  (712,684)
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FERTILIZER INSPECTION ADVISORY BOARD

FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Fertilizer Research and Education Program
FUND CONDITION REPORT
As of March 31, 2026

FY 2025/26
Beginning Balance as of 7/1/2025
CDFA Account $5,972,177
Bank of America Account $2.759.662
$8,731.839

Total Funds
FREP — =

Expenditures and Encumbrances

Expenditures™ $2.251,240
¥TD Research Contract Encumbrances
u n FY 23724 $109,090
FY 24725 $1.817.292
FY 25/26 $1.236.654
FREP Encumbrances Through June 30, 2026 $3.163.036

FY 26/27 $1.071.813

Condition FY2rze miwm
(Through March 2026) e

Bank of America Account $2.978.261
Total Funds $8,870,021
Adjusted Balance™ " $5,706,985

- Revenue fertilizer materials mill assessments, and interest accrued in the CDFA Fund Account and
Bank of America Corporate Account

** Expenditure total per CDFA Financial Services Budget Report June 30, 2026. Amount does not
reflect outstanding lag expenditures.

*** Adjusted balance accounts for all program encumbrances through June 30, 2026




New CDFA Rulemaking
* New rulemaking anticipated for public comment by August
 Submitted on April 23, 2026 to FIAB subcommittee on
CDFA rulemaking for review
» Jake Evans, Greg Cunningham, and Chris Gallo
* Labeling Clarity & Soluble Silicon Adoption
* Establishes Soluble Silicon as a plant nutrient, establishes
minimum guarantee (0.1%), and a new investigational
allowance (0.005% + 10% of guarantee)

New CDFA Rulemaking
* Increases Humic Acid investigational allowance from 10% of
guarantee to 20% of guarantee
* Molybdenum contaminant disclosure statement
* Adding definitions — Bat guano, seabird guano, mycorrhizae, etc.

* Cleaning up typographical errors and references to incorrect
code sections

* Association of American Plant Food Control Officials (AAPFCO)
travel




Strategic planning needed for OIM Program

*  Why pursue a Budget Change Proposal (BCP)?

* Increase spending authority to better align with approved budget

* Needto also discuss the following ideas:
* OIM revenue parity to expenditure discussion
* In-house data efficacy review position reporting to Program Manager
* Pursue breaking out OIM products at a different mill assessment rate?

* Current fund condition is not a consideration for justification, only revenue

CDFA Fertilizer Industry Workshop Wrap-Up
=y R >

* March 17-18, 2026 in
Sacramento

* Over 100 industry
attendees

* Great positive feedback!




CDFA Fertilizer Industry Workshop Wrap-Up

"
e

Topics Included: i .
Conventional Licensing & Registration L P ;

Organic Input Material Registration and
Inspection

Fertilizer Database, Mill Assessments and
Tonnage Reports

Introduction to Fertilizer Research and
Education Program

Inspection and Sampling
Efficacy Data Submission
Plus, an Open Clinic for Industry

e

Fertilizer Program Logo Development

FMIP

The current logo does not state
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what “FMIP” means and too
closely matches the FREP logo.




g FERTILIZING
MATERIALS
INSPECTION

~—— PROGRAM

Selection
For New Fertilizer

Program Logo!

Fertilizer Staff voted
for finalists among
21 logo submissions

AAPFCO ! cdfa

; Summer Annual Meeting
August 24-25, 2026 in San Diego (Paradise Point Resort)

*

L)

» Hotel reservation cut-off is July 22, 2026

» Soluble Silicon to be recognized as a
plant nutrient, along with a minimum guarantee (0.1%)
and investigational allowance 0.005 unit + 10% of
guarantee

¢ True Organic Products providing Best Management

Practices for OIM Fertilizer Production

L)

L)

0
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AAPFCO cdfa

. 77

m..w‘f % 30+ Microorganisms to be voted as official plant
biostimulants and added to master list of 200+
microbes

% 30+ “Dual Use” Microorganisms currently tentative
and may also be adopted as official

% Glycine Betaine
¢ Total Polyphenols

CONVENTIONAL FERTILIZER
REGISTRATION

Evelyne Ndiaye
Senior Environmental Scientist (Supervisory)




Fertilizer Registration Updates

Group 4 (J-Q Firms): Four-year
registration cycle began Jan 1, 2026

» 1,847 renewals received as of
March 30, 2026

Fertilizer Registration Updates

Conventional Fertilizing Material Applications
Received Jan - March 30, 2026

New Renewals Updates Total
380 1,962* 89 2,431

* Mostly from Group 4 (J-Q) but include 95 renewals from Group 1 (R-Z) “renew
with change” and 20 late renewals from Group 3 (D-I)




Conventional Fertilizing Material Applications Received

January 1 - March 30, 2026

New applications Renewals
160 2000
2] )
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8120 114 g 1600
5100 S 1400
; 50 % 1200
z Z 1000
5 60 § 800
8 40 5 600
E —
220 8 400
£
0 3 200 5 .
Jan Feb March 0 E—
Jan Feb March
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Fertilizer Registration Updates

Conventional Fertilizing Material Applications
Approved Jan - March 30, 2026

New Renewals Updates Total
172 776 45 993
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Conventional Fertilizing Material Applications Approved

January 1 - March 30, 2026

New applications Renewals
80 400
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250 44 < 250 239
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C
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Conventional Fertilizing Material Updated Applications
January 1 - March 30, 2026

Received e Approved

(o]
o

(&)
o

20 20

o
o

15

Number of Updated Applications
w
S

Number of Updated Applications

20 10 9
10 5
0
0
Jan Feb March
Months
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Fertilizer Registration Updates

Percentage of Records > 90 days (as of March 30, 2026)

Total conventional Total conventional Percentage
applications applications of records
> 90 days received > 90 days
Jan - March 2025 3 1,997 0.15%
Jan - March 2026 13 2,431 0.5%

Conventional Registration Team

Mehdi Ansari
Chi Banh

Michelle Berjikian

Gabriela (Gaby) Carreras

%

S "‘ifo

Richard Gilbert
Sadia Naseem
Daniel Rodriguez

Suzanne Turcotte

https://previews. 123rf.com/images/savo/savayl 907/savo190700144/127639277-icon-teamwork-circle-in-the-
form-of-a-puzzle-of-seven-parts-flat-design.jpg




Organic Input Material Registration Updates

YanhongLi, Ph.D.
Sr. Environmental Scientist ( Supervisory)

OIM Registration Updates

* Four-year registration cycle for Group 4 (J-Q firms) started on January 1, 2026.

* Renewal cycle (12-month transition period, Jan 1, 2026—Dec 31, 2026) for
Group 1 (R-Z firms) started on January 1, 2026.

» As of March 31, 2026, 594 OIM renewal applications had been received.

* In 2025, 175 OIM reports were reviewed; as of March 31, 2026, 67 OIM reports
have been reviewed.

13



Notice to the industry sent on December 9, 2025:

OIM Registration Updates

* For all labels initiating a four-year registration renewal cycle, the “Contains
Beneficial Substance(s)” label format will be required beginning January

1, 2026 (Registration Group 4).

* For all new labels submitted for product registration or for label updates to
existing registrations, the “Contains Beneficial Substance(s)” label format

will replace the “Nonplant Food Ingredient(s)” format for applicable

labels, effective immediately.

Received and Approved OIM Applications

(Jan 2026 - Mar 2026)

Received Applications (01.01.2026-03.31.2026)
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m Total (820)
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14



OIM Registration Updates

(as of March 31, 2026)

Percentage of >90-Day Records: 1.59 %

Total >90-day Total OIMs % of >90-day
records records

As of Apr 30, 2025* 17 805 2.11%
As of Mar 30, 13 820 1.59%
2026**

*: Four-year registration renewal for Group 3 started on Jan 1, 2025. The FMLR had not been
updated yet. No revisions required for the label format.

**: Four-year registration renewal for Group 4 started on Jan 1, 2026. The FMLR has been updated.
Most product labels require revision.

OIM Team:

Kimber Colins

Kristopher Gulliver

Luz Roa
Wei Wu
Liam Erskine
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Fertilizer Field Staff Updates

NICOLE SMITH, SENIOR ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENTIST, SUPERVISORY

2026 Sampling Totals (as of April 24, 2026)

389 Total Samples
e 233 Conventional
e 156 OIM

16



2025 Notice of Proposed Actions (NOPAS)
Update (as of April 24, 2026)

26 TOTAL
22 PAID
4 UNPAID — JUDGEMENT FILED

Total assessed $225,896.19
TOTAL RECEIVED $139,547.98

2026 Notice of Proposed Actions (NOPAS)
Update (as of April 24, 2026)

14 TOTAL

5 PAID

1 HEARING SCHEDULED

8 WAITING FOR RESPONSE OR PAYMENT FROM FIRM

Total assessed $54,095.87
TOTAL RECEIVED $14,353.88




2025 Complaints Update
(as of April 24, 2026)
29 TOTAL
27 — CLOSED
2 — PENDING FURTHER INVESTIGATION

2026 Complaints Update

(as of April 24/26)
11 TOTAL

1 - CLOSED
10 — PENDING FURTHER INVESTIGATION

Fertilizer Research and Education
Program (FREP)

18



Program Updates
TASC
Regular RFP
NOx Research priority
Grower Training update
Nitrogen Irrigation Initiative Annual report
Activities summary
Budget

Technical Advisory Subcommittee

RFP released in March and due 4/27

76 pre-proposals submitted

TASC meeting to review third week of June
to recommend for full proposals

19



NOx Research Priority

FREP NOx Proposal

Developed guidelines (SMERP, CARB, TASC)

|dentify researchers

Full proposal to TASC by end of summer/early fall
CARB RFP

Review panel process

1 goes for recommendation to full proposal

Final review and recommendation

Grower Training Program Update

May 2025 - April 2026
Eligible Growers: 2050
Newly Eligible Growers: 634
CEU Courses Offered: 59
CEU Credits Offered: 90
Self-Study CE Participation: 544 -
Managing Grower training and CEU credits in Ventura

starting in July

20



Nitrogen Irrigation Initiative (NII)

Direct technical assistance, outreach and
training for growers on efficient irrigation
and nutrient management practices

Support implementation, adoption and
evaluation and applicability of practices

Evaluate willingness and measure impact
(water, labor, fertilizer, cost savings)

Evolution of NIl Evaluation Approach

= Additional tools based on feedback from
Ve @I Outcomes FIAB, stakeholders and partners
Program improvernent Observed Grower Collect data on activities, grower learning
ebiadill and adoption
SRR Grove etiog s %Eﬁm ILRP glata analygis helping to identify
(Webinars andin-Person) - [N practices associated with improved N use
| cesutonram TSNS efficiency
L N Water, and Energy Savings Case studies to demonstrate successes
Evaktion Tooks sl v e and collect field data in efficiency
VYo Crolenges and Soons improvements
= e Grower Engagemert Included input savings from CropManage
Perfidpert Obeeniation implementation and improved irrigation

and N efficiency
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Summary of NIl Activity Numbers Through 4/2026

13 Group Consultations

(161 participants) * Over 6,500 participants
and counting
* 38 ongoing farm trials

24 Collaborator Talks

16 Coalition 63 Workshops ] )
Frents * Increase in educational
0 ek Days 4 events and on-farm
15 Webinars 667 Individual Consultations consu Ita tl ons
128 Educational Events 680 On-Farm Consultations™  ® |[ncreased learnin g an d
“Individual and group consultations include both new and follow-up Visits to provide on-farm assistance. pract ice ado ptiO n

NIl Impacts: Interest and Implementation

Practices of interest at grower consultations Growers intending to adopt a practice
60 58
350 2 55
g S 5 53
S 300 = 50
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NIl Impacts: Input savings

33 NIl CropManage (CM) workshops
In NIl area during project: 45,072 irrigation and 6,584
fertilizer recommendations generated
Field trials on CM use show increased water and
fertilizer use savings, yield increases (crop dependent)
12 small diversified farmers saved 16% irrigation water
~1/2 ac ft/yr

NIl Impacts: Case Studies

Case-specific data collection captures unique impacts to
operations
* Quantifiable savings
*  Water
* Nitrogen
* Energy
 Other costs f
* Farm trials to update crop update N uptake and irrigation '
requirements for specific varieties
* Assist growers in meeting regulatory requirements
* Understand impact and receptibility through data
collection

23



Nitrogen Irrigation Initiative (NI

): Budget

Grant Funding Duration Total Grant Amount Amount Spent Remaining Balance

FREP 10/1/21-12/31/26* $3,004,859 $1,728,309 $1,276,550
SCBG** 2/1/22-6/30/25 $751,864 $751,525 $0

ClG** 5/17/22-3/31/27 $1,999,719 $884,226 $1,115,493

Total $5,756,442 $3,364,060 $2,392,044

Nitrogen lrrigation Initiative (NII)

Large scale project providing grower support
focused solely on improvements in

Nitrogen efficiency

Irrigation efficiency
Indications that regulatory pressure will continue
to increase
Provide a model for other regions

24



CENTER FOR ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

Agenda Item 6
Teresa Bowers, EPM I/ Elsa Poon, SES Sup
June 3, 2026

ASSAYS COMPLETED FOR SAMPLES RECEIVED 7/1/25 - 3/31/26

Avgturn % of assays completed
| ~ around
Number of time (Bus. 0-10  0-15 0-21 ‘
Assay assays Rush Priority days) days days days
Arsenic 161 0 6 9 74% 93% 100% I
Boron 96 0 7 10 49% 94% 100% l
Cadmium 161 0 6 9 74% 93% 100% !
Calcium 224 0 9 10 55% 91% 100% I
Calcium Carbonate 9 0 0 10 63% 100% 100% |
Calcium Carbonate Equivalent 15 0 0 5 92% 100% 100% |
Calcium Water Soluble 0 0 0 N/A N/A N/A NA |
Chlorine 29 0 2 8 70% 96% 100%
Cobalt 21 0 6 11 53% 88% 100%
Copper 81 0 8 10 57% 92% 98%
Density 62 0 29 4 95% 100% 100%
Free Water 16 0 0 13 25% 56% 100%
Gypsum Equivalent - Calcium 16 0 0 15 13% 44% 100%
Gypsum Equivalent - Sulfur 16 0 0 15 13% 44% 100%
Humic Acid 84 0 0 7 85% 99% 100%
Iron 168 0 8 10 55% 91% 99%
Lead 161 0 6 9 74% 93% 100% |
Magnesium 129 0 5 10 57% 92% 99%
Magnesium Carbonate ! 6 0 0 9 83% 100% 100%
Mang 133 0 8 10 58% 88% 100%
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ASSAYS COMPLETED FOR SAMPLES RECEIVED 7/1/25 - 3/31/26

% of assays completed
Avg turn
Number of around time  0-10 0-15 0-21
Assay assays Rush Priority  (Bus. days) days days days
[Moisture 7 0 0 8 67% 100% 100%
[Molybdenum 96 0 6 11 52% 90% 99%
INitrogen - Ammoniacal 58 1] 16 6 85% 98% 100%
INitrogen - Nitrate 25 0 6 9 73% 82% 100%
INitrogen - Total 861 0 141 4 98% 100% 100%
(Organic Matter 26 0 0 9 52% 95% 100%
PR 39 1] 3 4 94% 100% 100%
PPhospheric Acid - Available 470 0 32 7 83% 98% 100%
[Phospheric Acid - Total 3 0 0 6 100% 100% 100%
Phospherus 0 1] 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A
;Potassium 0 0 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A
Potassium - Soluble 552 0 32 7 85% 99% 100%
Sodium 13 0 4 10 60% 90% 100%
§D|uh|e Silicon 6 0 0 13 40% 80% 100%
§ulfur - Sulfate 18 0 0 11 65% 71% 100%
Sulfur - Total 244 0 13 10 54% 90% 99%
Thiamine 4 0 2 13 67% 67% 100%
|Urea 70 0 15 8 84% 98% 100%
Mater Insoluble Nitrogen 45 0 7 7 85% 100% 100%
\Water Soluble Nitrogen 42 0 7 E] 81% 100% 100%
Zinc 185 0 6 10 _56%  90%  100%
TAL NUMBER OF ASSAYS 4332

c‘} CENTER FOR ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY
VERAGE TURN AROUND TIME 10 CALIFORNIA DIPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

Sample Information

July 1, 2025 - March 31, 2026

Total Number of Samples Received 861
Routine 91.6% 789
Priority 8.4% 72
Rush 0.0% 0
Total Number of Samples Completed (before March 31, 2026) 820

g}\ CENTER FOR ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY|
A CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
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Completed Assay Information

July 1, 2025 - March 31, 2026

Assay Type % of Completed Assays # of Assays
Routine 93.3% 3536
Rush 0.0% 0
Priority 6.7% 253
‘ Total Number of Assays Completed (without Re-run) 3789 ‘
Assay Type % of Completed Assays # of Assays
Re-run 12.5% 543
Total Number of Assays Completed 4332
Average # of Assays Completed per Sample 4.3

C}\C CENTER FOR ANALYTICAL CHEMISTR
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
=

Program Updates

* Personnel Updates

o New Hire/Promotion: We are pleased to welcome Edith Fernandez (Environmental Scientist) to the team.

» Graduated from California State University, Sacramento (CSUS) with BS in Chemistry
> With CAC for past four years, starting as Scientific Aid -> Agricultural Biological Technician -> ES

» Previously served as a trainer for Nucleus team providing guidance and support to new staff.

Edith Fernandez (Environmental Scientist)

C}\ CENTER FOR ANALYTICAL CHEMISTR
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
\_/
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Program Updates

* Elemental Analysis Workshop

o Edith Fernandez (Environmental Scientist) and Debbie Cordova (Senior Environmental Scientist) attended
one day Agilent ICP/OES (Inductively Coupled Plasma Optical Emission Spectroscopy) and ICP/MS
(Inductively Coupled Plasma Mass Spectrometry) workshop in Santa Clara.

o Received feedback on instrument optimization and gained software insights to further improve instrument

performance.

: Agilent

o Connect with other chemists in the field and gain valuable troubleshooting skills. - Trustedg@ewers

Edith Fernandez (Left) and Debbie Cordova
(Right) attended Elemental Analysis
Workshop

C}\ CENTER FOR ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY|
A CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

28



